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In Scotland the number 
of households is 
increasing 


Over the last 20 years the 
number of households in 
Scotland increased by 
313,000 (14%). 


This is due to an increase in 
population and a trend 
towards smaller households. 


The number of 
households has risen 
faster than population 


This is because of changes in 
the way people are living. 


The average number of 
people per household has 
fallen. 


People are increasingly 
living alone or in smaller 
households 


Around a third of households 
are just one person living 
alone. 


This is partly because 
Scotland's population is 
ageing, as older people are 
more likely to live alone or in 
smaller households. 


Number of households 


2.51 M 


219M aeaeaei 


2001 


A household is defined as one person living alone or 
a group of people (not necessarily related) living at the same address 


2020 


Percentage change since 2001 







14% 
Households 
8% 
Population 
2001 2020 


Number of households (thousand) 


900 1 person 
881 2 people 


746 
158 714 3+ people 
2001 2019 


Two or more people households could contain adults or 
both adults and children 
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Ninety-six per cent of 


Percentage of empty dwellings and second homes : 
homes are occupied 


by Urban/Rural classification, 2020 
There were 2.65 million 


Vacant dwellings Second homes dwellings in 2020. 


Large urban areas ME 3.3% 104% 

Other urban areas Mm 3% 1 0.3% Empty and second homes 
Accessible small towns HE 2.9% E 0.6% were not spread evenly 
Remote small towns EE 4.2% Mm 1.7% across the country. 
Accessible rural areas EEE 3.6% Mm 1.4% Remote rural areas had the 
Remote rural areas MN «5.6% A 6.3% highest percentage of 
Scotland Mmm 3.4% E 0.9% 


dwellings that were vacant 
or second homes. 


Growth in household 


Percentage increase in number of households: 2010 - 2020 
numbers varies across 











Scotland 

Midlothian «15.5% 
1 O, 

ast Lothian be Naz The number of households 
Orkney Islands e 10.1% : ; 
Weet Lothian o 9.1% in Scotland increased by 6% 
Highland — 85% between 2010 and 2020. 
Moray — 8.4% Each council area recorded 
Aberdeenshire — ~ 8384% an increase. 
Renfrewshire — 82% 


—— o78% 
— 0o75% 


City of Edinburgh 
East Dunbartonshire 
South Lanarkshire 
Perth and Kinross 
East Renfrewshire 


Midlothian, East Lothian and 
Orkney Islands had the 
biggest percentage 
increases in their household 


Falkirk — ~ 6.5% i 

Stirling 6.4% numbers since 2010. 
Scotland — 6% Inverclyde, Dundee City and 
Angus — e59% West Dunbartonshire had 
shetland Islands ———# 5.8% the smallest increases. 

Fife — 6o58% 


Clackmannanshire 


Aberdeen City More illustrations of 


North Lanarkshire 
Scottish Borders 
Na h-Eileanan Siar 
Glasgow City 
Argyll and Bute 
North Ayrshire 
East Ayrshire 


Dumfries and Galloway 


South Ayrshire 

West Dunbartonshire 
Dundee City 
Inverclyde 


household trends in each 
council area are available in 
an interactive visualisation. 
Information on population 
change over time by council 
areas is also available in an 
interactive visualisation. 
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The level of vacant dwellings varies across Scotland 


The highest proportions of dwellings that are vacant are found in rural areas. Within a council area the 
proportion of dwellings that are vacant may vary considerably. 











Percentage of empty dwellings, 2020 4 E ý 


Up to 3.4% (Scottish average) Shetland Islands Í 


B 3.4% - 7.5% 


| Greater than 7.5% 


tt 
Orkney Islands = 





Argyll and Bute 


1. West Dunbartonshire 
2. East Dunbartonshire 
3. North Lanarkshire 
4. Glasgow City 

5. East Renfrewshire 
6. Refrewshire 

7. Inverclyde 

8. Clackmannanshire 
9. Falkirk 

10. West Lothian 

11. City of Edinburgh 
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The small area dataset of household estimates which accompany this publication can be used to help 
to understand changes in the number of households in a local area. This information is also available in 
an interactive visualisation. 
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